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Palmetto Conservation Foundation and Earth Fare of Columbia to engage children in learning about nature
Columbia, S.C., December 2, 2009…On Saturday Dec. 12, children across Columbia will be gathering at the Earth Fare on Devine Street to get a chance to meet author Sally Plowden.  Plowden is the author of one of Palmetto Conservation Foundation’s bestselling children’s books, Turtle Tracks, a story about endangered loggerhead sea turtles.  
The event starts at 1:30 pm and should last about an hour. During this time, Plowden will lead the group in a reading of Turtle Tracks, followed by a book sale and signing.  Afterwards, Chanda Cooper, a botanist with the Carolina Children’s Garden, will teach a biology class on sea turtles and why they are in dire need of protection. During the class, children will have the opportunity to create their own turtle-ariums-miniature ecosystems of the loggerhead turtle made out of craft materials.   
Turtle Tracks will be available for purchase for $14.95 at the reading and holiday gift wrapping will be offered.  All of the proceeds from the book sales will go to Palmetto Conservation Foundation, a South Carolina state-wide non-profit organization. For more information about the event and to register, please call 803-771-0870 or go online to www.palmettoconservation.org. 

The event is free thanks to co-sponsorship by the Carolina Children’s Garden through cooperation of the SC Midlands Master Gardener Assn. and the Richland County Master Gardener Assn; funded, in part, by a grant from the Richland County Conservation Commission. 
About Palmetto Conservation Foundation
The Palmetto Conservation Foundation is a statewide, non-profit membership organization based in Columbia, S.C. The group works to conserve South Carolina’s important natural and cultural resources, preserve historic landmarks and promote outdoor recreation and active living through trails and greenways.
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